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ONE HUNDRED YuARS OLD! The Toxas Stato Library passed its 100th birth- 
day in January, 1939. It began morcly as a part of thc Department of Statc 
whon in January 1039, the third Congress of thc Republic of Toxas passed a 

oint resolution providin; for a library with an initial appropriation of 
$30,000. The resolution further provided that the President of the Republic 
was to havo charge of the buying of the books and the Socrotary of State to 
be ex-officio librarian, The first purchase was an 18 volumo Edinburgh 
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ore was not another appropriation for the library until 1656. Follow- 
ing the civil war and reorganization, tho office of Stete Librarian was 
created and tho library existed as a separate department for a briof poriod. 
It was again placed under the jurisdiction of the State Dopartmcnt and romain- 
ed so until 1876. In that same yoar, the Devartmont, of Insurance, Statistics, 
and liistory was created and tho library wns transfored to this new dopartment. 

After the fire of 1881 which dcstroyod the capitol, the library was 
almost non-cxistont until 1891 when provision was once more made for housing 
its material and a History Clerk was appointed to act as librarian. 

In 1903 a Spanish translator and classifier of manuscripts was added to 
the staff. 

It was not until 1909 that an act passed croating the Texas Library and 
Historical Commission which established tho Texas State Library as a separ- 
ate department. 

Today the boundaries of tho Toxas State Library reach from the plains to 
tho gulf and its staff works for every citizen of Toxas. 

Tho work of the Library is carricd on by various divisions in tho library, 
headed by the Stato Librarian. Tho Assistant Librarian in addition to the 
rogular duties of her office, assembles school and traveling librarics for 
rural schools, clubs, and rural cormunitics not served by a public library. 
The Legislative Reference Division serves especially the logislators, state 
officials and private citizens on questions of current logislation. The 
Division of Archives translates, cdits and publishes journals, records and 
reports pretaining to the history of Texas as a Republic and as a stato. 

The Library Field wWor':cr aids in the ostablishment of county librarics, ad- 
vises rural schools as how to mcot advancin~ standards for library service to 
students, and encourages the growth of club and small public librarics ovor 
the state. Tho library maintains a londing system which roeches over the 
statc, including books in raised type and phonorraphed records of books to 
the blind. 
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POSTAGE RATE. It is to be hoped that the low postage rato on books of 
1d a& pound will bo continued after Junc 30, 1939, the dcadline sct by 
mxecutive order, "Reports show", says United States Commissioncr of Education, 
John ‘i, Studebaker," that tho low vostago rate has meant a considerable saving 
to schools and libraries and has mado possible an increase in their oxten- 
sion sorvice." 

Many colloge and university librarics arc taking advantage of the low 
rate to make the resources of the libraries available to their alumni who live 
in places which do not have library facilitics. 

liuch can be dono through tho bulletin board and othcr means of publicity 
to keop this mattor before the layman so that he too can take advantage of 
tho rate in his purchase and borrowing of books. The rate is ed per pound 
for a book from any point to any noint in the United States whcther it be 
from California to Now York or fron Florida to Oregon, 
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TEXAS STATE LIBRARY BUILDIIIG Both houses of the Toxas Legislature 





during this past session approved by rosolution the movoment inaugératod 

by the Texas Woman's Pross Association to raise 1,000,000.00 %o build a 

Stato Library Building and Texas Historical Contor at Austin, The association 
plans to raise the funds for tho building, which will be given to the state 


and dedicated as a memorial to the "pioneers of yesterday and to tho citizens 
of today and tomorrow", 
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MACLEISH LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS Archibald lacLeish was appointed 
Librarian of Congress on Juno 1) by President Roosevelt, and the appointment 
confirmed by tho Senate on June 20, Mr. MacLeish is a poct of distinction, 
having been awardod the Pulitzer prize in 1932 for "Conquistador", a poom 
of vigor relating the conquest of Mexico by Cortes. Tho now Librarian of 
Congress wis graduated from Yale in 1915 with an A. B. degrec, 
and in 1919 from Harvard with an LLe Be In 1932 an M. A. dégreo from Tufts 
was conferred, le is a contributor to New Republic, Nation, Yale Review, 
and contributing editor to Fortune lfagazine. 
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MODERN TRENDS IN CHILDREN'S BOOKS, The following excerpts are quoted 
from the delightful article, "Ono Man's Meat", by =. B. White, published in 
Harper's Magazine for January 1939, (it is woll worth reading in its entiroty):- 

Among the goat feathers which stick to us at this season of the yoar are 
some two hundred children's bookse They are review copies, sent to my wife 
by the publishers. They lic dormant in every room, like Novombor flies.e 

"I have naturally come to iknow something about children's books from 
living so close to them and gazing hatefully at their jackctse,es, Juvenile 
books seom to follow old familiar vaths but.in new clothes and with o now 
sense of destinations. Indians, animals, farics, those old reliables still 
occupy the koy positionse e.. , 

"A child who romps around in the juvenile ficld today picks up a 
smattcringof many tongucs and dialectse I have just been browsing hit and 
miss in a dcep pilo of books, opening them in tho middle and roading a page 
or two, The cxnerionce has left mc gibboringeseee 

"Before I finished my browsing, I had lcarnod how to count up to three 
in Siamese, and I know that a. 'coati' is also called a snookum bear, that 
‘bei! shunc' is Chincso or panda, that 'bogashi’ is Navajo for cows, and that 
‘cu-buedu gu-buedu' is Zulu for bumpity bumpity, 

"A large amount of the published matcrial is dull, prosy stuff, by writors 
who mistako oddity for fantasy and whose wildy boating wings nover got them an 
inch off the ground. Some of the books are patronizing, some are mushy, somo 
are grand. Almost all arc beautifully illustrated....The exciting thing about 
them is that, whatever clse they arc, thcy are free to be read, untainted by 
anything but the rigors and joys of pure creation," 
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T.L.A. OFFICERS, 1939-1940 The officors for the Toxas Library Association 
for 1939-1940 are as follows: tir. J. S. Ibbotson, Librarian Rosenberg Library, 
Galvoston, president; Iiss Julia Grothaus, Librarian San Antonio Publié Library, 
first vice president; M. Me Harris, San Antonio, second vice’ presidonts Miss 
Opal ‘illiams, Commerce, sccrotary, and Miss Mildred Dulanoy, Waco, treasurer. 

Dre William Stanley Hoole, Librarian, Baylor University Library, ‘Waco, 
is to be the editor of News Notcse 
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LIBRARIES UP TO STANDARDS It is well occasionally to remind our- 
selves 0 e standards set for public libraries and to ask ourselves if we 
are really working towards these goals. Quoting from Standards for Public 
Libraries adopted by the Council of the Amorican Library Association: 

© public library is maintained by a democratic society in order that 
evory man, woman, and child may have the means of self-cducation and re- 
creational reading.seeeIt diffuses information and ideas necessary to the pres- 
ent welfare and future advancement of a community....It offers opportunities 
for constructive use of the new leisure. It serves all ages and classes, 

"Reasonably adequate library scrvice includes a main library with reading 
room facilities; special provision for children; lending, reference, and 
periodical collections adequate to the needs of the community; a professional 
staff of high quality and adequate numbers; and such branches and other dis- if 
tributing agencies as the area and topography of the city may require, The ie 
book collection must be well catalogued, so that the needed book can be found 
easily, and such lending records ostablishod as to provide easy use and pro- 
toction from loss, 

"Since a professional staff carries on educational, administrative, and 
technical services, its members must be well cducated, possess at least one 
year of library school trainin; or its equivalent, and havo spocial aptitude 
and qualifications for the particular work of cache...The staff should be of 
sufficient size to permit efficient operation for as many hours as may bo 
necessary for the needs of the cormunitysees. 

"To mect the varied necds and interests of a community, a broad collect- 
ion of books, pamphlots, and periodicals on a wide range of subjects is 
necessary with intensivo duplication of titlos in fields of special interest, 
constantly freshened by the addition of new books and’ books on timely subjects. 
Special collections are needed for the refcronce room, tho children's room, for 
technical, art, and other departments, Books will wear out in service and 
necd to be replaced. 

"To be reasonably adequate in quantity, the library in a city of 100,000 
inhabitants and over should have at loast 1¢ books per capita; in a city of 
10,000 to 99,999 2 books per capita; and in a city of less than 10,000 3 books 
per capita. es 

"The active library is constantly trying, through publicity and oxtension © 
agencies, to intensify and oxtend its service to the community. It is not’ sat- 
isfied to cater only to students, clubwomen, general readers, and children, but 
endeavours to be useful to the business interests, industrial workers, tech- 
nicans, public officials, and other special groups. is 

' “Many of tho most important library services cannot be measured statistic- 
ally. Examples of such services are the provision of referonce and study ie 
facilities, encouragoment of purposeful reading by adults, special services re- 
lating to the dominant local industries, organized cooperation with tho public 
schools, study and discussion froups, lectures, and exhibitions. 

"Experience shows that $1 por capita is tho average minimum annual income 
upon which reasonably adequate library service can be maintained... Communities 
desiring full development of library service will find it necessary to provide 
a support much larger than the minimum {In the southern states, 50 cents por 
capita is noarer possible, according to tho findings of the Rosenwald Fund 
survoy made in 1929,.} Expert special services in cooperation wit’ local in- 
dustries and intorests, and extonsive work with the public schools are ox- 
amples of desirable library activities which camot bo adequately maintainod 
upon tho minimum income of ‘1 per capita. 

"The allotment of at least 55 per cont of the total income for the 
salaries of the library staff, 25 per cent for books, periodicals, and binding, 
and 20 per cent for all other oxpenditures is a fair standards...In goneral, 

(continued on noxt page) 
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- the largest libraries will spend more than the percentage indicated for library 
salaries and less for books, periodicals, aad binding. 

From a recent survey, taken from the latest reports, the public libraries 
of Texas are about up to the standard set by A. L. A. in the purchase of 
books and periodicals. The large city libraries spent an average of 18 per 
cent of thoir income for books and periodicals; the medium size city libraries 
- about 24 percent; and the small city libraries an average of 23 per cent. The 
county libraries of Texas also show these same proportionate percentages. 
The large county libraries spent an average of 15 rer cent for books and period- 
ling icals; the medium size county libraries, 26 per cent, and the small county 
libraries an average of 27 per cent. 
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a a STATE AID FOR TEXAS LIBRARIES BILLS DID NOT PASS! Neither of the library 
3 bills which had been introduced into the 46th Regular Session of the Texas 
“ Legislature (1939) passed. In the House, the revision bill was reported out of 
committee favorably; the appropriation bill was laid on the table, subject to 
call. In the Senate, both bills were referred to the finance committee, the 
revision bill being referred out favorably, and appropriation bill being 
referred to a sub-committee, 
An erroneous report has been circulated that about § 200,000 had been 
promised by certain members of the House Appropriations and the Senate Finance 
it~ committees. The chairmen of these committees steted that this was a complete 
misunderstanding and that nothing was promised, 
‘3 4 
ts. -0- 
for ~ 
WPA BOOK FUND The present state-w ide WPA library project which 
was begun July 1, 1938, includes an allocation of $ 25,000 for books. Several 
}00 thousand books have already been bought, and are now in use. The present project 
will, perhaps, continue for several months longer, so that the remainder of the 
oks book budget will no doubt be expended before the close of the project, 
e Other states also have large amounts allocated for books for the library 
ion § project. Ohio had last year atout % 24,000, and Illinois a similar amount. 
at | The WPA books in Texas have been issued through the Texas State Library, 
ic and have been used with the demonstration collections. 
tice | he 
STAFF CHANGES Miss Edith Scrimgeour resigned on May l, 1939, to accept 
tant & position on the Bexar County Library Staff. ; 
ac Miss Virginia Kelsey resigned on May 6, 1939, to be married to Mr. Marvin 
Gibbs of Longview, Texas. 
— Miss Alice Green, formerly of the Potter County Library, and recently 
‘ies librarian of the Texas Military Academy at Terrell, has become a member of 
de the Texas State Library Staff as assistant in the Extension Division. 
or ‘Miss Beulah 0. Medford of Avery, Texas, a graduate of the University of 
Texas, and of the Peabody Library School, Nashville, Tenn. is also a new member 
of the Texas State Library Staff asa goneral assistant. 
=O. 
REPORTS” Librarians who have not sent in the Reports for the Library Ser- 
NE,» vice Division, Washington, D. C, are asked to do so as soon as their fiscal year 


ends, “Reports should be sent to the Toxa s State Library in duplicate, If 
needed, please write for report blanks. 
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INTERNATIONAL The Toxas State Library recently received the following 
note: 
Gontlemen: 

I should be very much obliged to you if you would find it possible 
to kindly send me a copy of tho Handbook, "Library Opportunities for 
Texans" published by your library. 

Thanking you in advance, I am 





Vory truly yours, 


Pleaso address: (Signed) V,. Saxaharov 

V. Saxaharov Teacher of Librarianship 
Pionersknys 28, xvel7 Krupsxy Institute 
Leningrad, <2 

USSR 


- O « 


The following is taken from "How Findland Pays Her Debts", Travel, April, 
1938: "Among the healthy signs of Finland's awakoning, tho clearest proofs of 
her success, moro convincing even than her cooperatives and her Lox Kallio, is 
her avid, insatiate interest in books. Illiteracy is almost completcly ox- 
tinct. In strolling about Helsinki every visitor is impressed with two things, 
the city's complote lack of slums and its devotion to books." 
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FIRST LIBRARY IN GERMANY Edward Y. Hartshorne in his article, "Shaping 
the German Mind," published in the Journal of Adult Education, January 1959, 
calls attention to the growing public library movement in Germany. 

The first municipal public library in Germany was established in Essen in 
1898 and the extonsion of public libraries was one of the principal tasks of 
German adult educationalists aftcr the war. The Nazis have continued this 
policy and "by a law of October 26, 1937 cvcry community with more than 500 
inhabitants was to bo givon a public library with at least 200 books (with more 
books proportionately for larger communitics)". Tho purpose of these libraries, 
however, may not be the same as that for which they were originally organized 
as the law states, "These librarics shall make available for general use books 
and othor printed materials which are important and valuable for the hation as 
a whole, Above all it is their duty to foster the national tradition, to kcop 
ready important literature for political and ideological training and for 
professional advancement, and to provide good racial literature for light 
roading and for youth", 
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RADIO INTERVIEW, On May 30 there was a radio interview concerning the 
Texas State Library and the libraries of Texas over KNOW at Austin, between 
J» Mabel Clark, of the "Woman's Hour", and rs. Dorothy ©. Journeay, Field 
Worker for tho Texas Stato Library. The interview chiefly concerned tho county 
libraries of Texas and the county library establishment. 
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STATE PARKS OF TEXAS The Texas State Parks Board has recently issued a 
four page leafict concerning the twenty-cight major state parks, showing how to 
get to each of them, and what facilities may be expected. Texas, building a 
great systom of parks to make it the greatest state in the Union for recreation, 
already has parks ranging from canyons in the plains of the Panhandlo to islands 
and beaches in tho Gulf, and from high, dry mountains in tho “Jest to the cypress 
bayous and pinos in the ast. For copies of this folder write to the 
Logislative Referenco Division, Toxas State Library, Austin. 
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AMONG TEXAS LIBRARIES, Donald Coney, Librarian of the Mirabeau B. Lamar 
Library of the University of Texas, has rocently boen quoted as saying "le 
are a long way out of date if we think the library of the future is to be 
simply a collection of books. In tomorrow's library, we will not only read, 
we'll hear and sce. And as a matter of fact, we'll also feel", Besides books, 
pamphlots, nowsnapers, and pubjic documents Mr. Coney lists as necessities 
for tho library of the future.(1) manuscripts, (2) photostats, photographs 
and microfilm, (3) maps, charts snd diagrams, (<)> pictures ~ reproductions 
of graphic and plastic arts as well as of people, places and thincs, (5) mvu- 
sic, in written and recorded form, (6) motion picturos, slides, (7) sovern- 
ment documonts - cspecially in the municinal ficld, (8) talkin- book records 
and braille books for the blind. "We are rapidly reaching a point where we 
can find better ways in many cascs to presont facts and ideas nore accurately 
and economically - and to a larcor audience - tian by the written word". 

The 21 Paso Public Library has rocently received from the Carnegie 
Corporation twelve celatone facsimilies, published by the Associated smerican 
Artists. The subjects of tho sclationes include landscanes, flower paintings 
and figures, by such artists as Crant ‘ood, Raphael Soyer, llillard Shects, 
Luigi Lucioni, Leon Kroll and Thomas Benton. 

‘iss Julia Ideson, Librarian of the Iouston Public Library, has recently 
accepted for the library the original “shooting” script from which tho movic 
"Union Pacific" was mado. The script was presented through Cecil B. Delfille. 
The annual report of the library for 1938 showed that 6694 cifts were ro= 
ceived, which included books, maps, periodicals and historical objects. 

Judge I. H. Burnoy, Chairman of tho Board of Trustees of the Fort ‘iorth 
Public Library and membor of tho Board since 1929 has resigned from the Board. 
Mr. It. 1, Harris, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the San Antonio Public 
Library from 1933 to 1939, and momber since 1921, has resigned’as trustece 

The Fort ‘iorth Public Library has moved into the new $400,000 building. 
The library oponed to’the public on June 19. The building is standardized 
in ecuipment and plan, and should be able to sorve the people of Fort Worth 
with modern library efficicncy. 

The Winkler County Library opened on Hay 3, 1959, and by June 2 there 
were 260 registered borrowors, This is u splendid showing in a county with a 
small, and somewhat scattered population, 

The bookmobilo for the ileccs County Free Library began its routes on 
June 5, making twenty-five stops the first week. 

Miss Hazel Pace, Librarian of the ‘-harton County Library, reports that 
plans for tho opening of the library are not yet complcte but that service will 
no doubt begin somctime in September. The first yoar's budget was set for 
three conts on the \100 of assessed valuation, bringing the library's income 
to about .15,000. This is tho larrest initial appropriation to bo made for a 
county library in Texas, 

The Kemp Memorial Library at Wichita Falls celobrated its twonty-first 
anniversary on June 14. The library was a cift to the city of Wichita Falls of 
ir. and lirs. J. A. Komp. The book collection is now over 25,000 and tho 
annual incomo of the library is about /10,000. 

The iicholson liemorial Library at Loncview has recently issued an attract- 
ive lcaflot with a most individual question mark on its cover. Tho contents 
of the leaflet is a quiz, "because quizes are in style", concerning the 
origin and functions of the library. . 

The Kilgore Public Library building has beon comploted and the librarian, 
Miss Ulizabeth Nay, reports that plans for tho opening of tho library are 
coing forward rapidly under tho holp of iliss ladelino Canova, who has been 
omployed for six wocks in an advisory capacity. The library will probably 
be opened in September, 
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_ INCREASING CIRCULATION! "Texas Libraries" now has a mailing list of 387, 
It is sent to all public raries in Texas, to the large libraries of the 
United States, and to all libraries on exchange of documents for the Texas 
State Library material, In foreign countries, the publication goes to 
University of Wostern Ontario, Canada, Library Department, Sectretariat 
Education, Mexico City, and also td the Philippine Library, Manilla, Lucban 
Institute, Lucban, P, I., University of Philippine Library, Manilla, and to. 
London University, Londén, Fnglands It elso goos to sore of the lending 
n-wap.pors of the state, upon request, 

It is obvious that "Texas Libraries" and "News Notes", the quarterly of 
the Texas Library Association, although sometimes carrying the same items, do 
not over=-lap to any extent, as "News Notes" goes mainly only to members of the 
Texas Library Association, 
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A HANDBOOK OF LIBRARY DCONOMY FOR TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS IN SMALL SCHOOLS 
IN TEXAS. The foregoing is the title for the recently compiled mimeographed 
publication of the Policy Committee of the Conference of Negro Librarians with 
the assistance of a group of Negro librarians who have contributed articles 
and acted as editors of the compilation. ‘ 

The book is not designed to take the place of standard works on library 
management, but is a valuable contribution to that field. There are very 
practical suggestions for using even inadequate space, limited means and 
equipment, and the most economical of supplies. These suggestions are given 
in simple everyday language with explicit directions which could be easily 
followed by teachers not versed in library methods. 

The chapter on "Pupil-book relationship" gives good general ideas of the 
kind of books for different age children, followed by a short list of children's 
books most of which can be secured in inexpensive editions. 

This handbook can well be of use to all small school libraries. Copies 
of this handbook may be borrowed from the Toxas State Library. 
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BUCKRAM BINDINGS. It is noticable that the buckram used by some of the 
binderies which stamp designs or pictures on the covers is not waterproofed. 
This allows the buckram to be faded with water spots or stained in other ways, 
which subjects books to the possibility of looking old before thoir time. 
When lacquered, buckram is not only waterproofed, but it is also mildew- 
proof, bug-proof, dirt-resistant, and washablo. 
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WE DISCOVERS We have discovered that lacquer thinner (bought at a paint 
store at from 25 cents to 40 cents a quart) makes an excellent cleaner for 
very solid cloth covers on books. 
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TEXAS REPRESENTED ON AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PROGRAM. Urse Dorothy 
C. Journeay, Field Worker for tho Texas State Library, while attending the 
American Library Association Conference in San Francisco, California, will 
speak before the National Association of State Libraries concerning state 
aid for Texas Libraries. 
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KEEPING UP WITH THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Some recent books concerning library trends. These and other library tools 
may be borrowed from the Texas State Library. 


Chancellor. Helping Adults to Learn the Library in Action, 1939, 
Chancellor, Helping the Reader Towards Self-education. 1938, 
Danton. Library of Tomorrow, 1909. 

Edge. Books for Self-education. 1938. 

Herbert. Personal Administration in Public Libraries. 1939. 
Humble. Rural America Reads. 1938. 
Johnson, The Public Library, 1938, 
Jones. * Hospital Libraries, 1939. 
Munthe, American Librarianship. 1939. 


Wilson, Geography of Reading. 1938. 



































